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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see Appeal Brief, filed 5 March 2007, have been fully considered 
and are persuasive. The Final Rejection of 29 August 2007 has been withdrawn. 

Response to Amendment 

2. Claims 1-13, 23-35 have been withdrawn. Claims 14-22, 36-44 are considered below. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. In view of the Appeal Brief filed 5 March 2007, claims 17-22, 39-44 are allowed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 14-16, 36-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Baker et al. (thereon referred to as "Baker 1") (US Patent No: 5,675329) in view of Baker et al. 
(thereon referred to as "Baker2") (US Patent No: 5,299 J25Y 

5. In regards to independent claims 14, 36, Baker 1 teaches of a method of processing data 
received from a keyboard (Fig. 1, item 1 1) having a plurality of keys (Fig. 1, part of item 1 1), the 
plurality of keys (Id.) including multiple keys (Id.) having respective characters assigned thereto 
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(Id.), the plurality of keys (Id.) further including one or more force-sensing keys (column 2, lines 
34-38), receiving a keyboard data set (message that is part of Fig. 2; steps 160, 170, 180, where 
the keyboard is able to communicate data into the system) reporting into the system for multiple 
keys (Fig. 1, part of item 1 1) of the plurality pressed by a keyboard user. Baker 1 further teaches 
of detecting the key force data (Fig. 2, step 140) and key identification data (Fig. 2, steps 160, 
170; column 3, lines 13-16). 

6. Baker 1 fails to teach of parsing various keyboard data into an ordered list; and 
associating various keyboard data based on the orders in which the various data appeared in the 
keyboard data set. 

7. Baker2 teaches of parsing various keyboard data (words, morphemes, or phrases from the 
keyboard) into an ordered list (column 15, lines 45-53); and associating various keyboard data 
(words, morphemes, or phrases from the keyboard) based on the orders in which the various data 
(Id.) appeared in the keyboard data set (column 1 1, lines 63-2; the claim language remains broad 
and hence because Baker2 teaches that the parsing device is able to associate various keyboard 
data entry into a certain order, Baker2 reads upon the claim language as currently claimed). 

8. It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to use the parsing method as taught by Baker2 with the keyboard of Baker 1 in order to 
be able to parse each sequences of input symbols into a correct message output (Baker2: column 
6, lines 34-39). 

9. In regards to claims 15, 37, Bakerl teaches of determining if reported key force data 
(message that is part of Fig. 2; steps 160, 170, 180, where the keyboard is able to communicate 
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data into the system) contains a null indicator (Fig. 2, step 180, column 4, lines 16-19); and 
associating a null indicator (Id.) with a non-force-sensing key (Id., where the device is able to 
determine if a new key has been pressed (null indicator) and if a new key has not been pressed 
(non-force-sensing key). 

10. In regards to claims 16, 38, Bakerl fails to teach that a null indicator is a zero value for 
key force data. 

1 1 . Applicant has not disclosed any specific advantage or criticality to having zero as the null 
indicator. As such, the zero value is an obvious matter of design choice. 

12. It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have any value, including the claimed zero value, any value would perform equally 
well as a null indicator. 

Response to Arguments 

13. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 14-16, 36-38 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tammy Pham whose telephone number is (571) 272-7773. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:30 (Mon-Fri). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sumati Lefkowitz can be reached on (571) 272-3638. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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